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Public  Health  DEPARTMEm’, 

Town  Hall, 

January,  1941. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Bedford. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1939. 

The  original  preparation  of  this  report  was  delayed,  and  final  revision 
and  printing  were  further  delayed  on  account  of  what  seemed  more  important 
work  arising  out  of  war  conditions.  The  Report  has  been  left  substantially 
in  the  form  it  reached  on  the  date  given  at  the  head. 

It  covers  only  a part  of  the  activities  of  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  who  are  largely  occupied  in  matters  connected  with 
Air  Raid  Precautions  and  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

Four  of  the  members  of  the  clerical  staff  are  absent  on  military  service ; 
their  place  has  been  taken  by  temporary  appointments,  and  temporary  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  staff  in  order  to  enable  the  additional  work  of  the 
Department  to  be  done. 

All  of  the  staff  have  worked  well,  often  under  difficult  conditions.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  loyal  support.  I wish  also  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  the  Housing  Manager, 
as  well  as  other  officials,  for  the  help  I have  received  from  them  during 
the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  BOWES, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  ive.org/details/b2891 2688 
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BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 


Annual  Report 

OF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1939. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTE. 

On  account  of  the  need  for  economy  in  time,  money  and  paper,  this 
report  is  presented  in  much  shorter  form  than  in  normal  times,  so  as  to  provide 
a record  of  the  essential  facts  only  relating  to  the  state  of  health  of  the  town 
during  1939.  Dr.  Dora  Mason,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Haynes,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  well  as  other  officials  of  the  staff,  are 
responsible  for  the  preparation  of  those  parts  of  the  report  relating  to  work 
under  their  immediate  control. 


STAFF. 

There  have  been  minor  alterations  and  temporary  replacements  in  the 
staff,  but  the  list  given  for  the  year  1938  remains  substantially  accurate  for 
1939,  and  is  not  reproduced. 
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BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 


1.  Summary  of  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 


Area  of  Borough 4,972  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

(a)  resident  population  mid- 1939  46,260 

(b)  average  population  appropriate  to  the  calculation  of  death  rates  48,160 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according  to  Rate  Books  13,508 
Rateable  Value  on  December  31st,  1939  ...  ...  ...  £381,611 

Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate,  half  year  ended  30th  September,  1939, 

estimated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,511 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births  ... 

Deaths 


Total  Males  Females 

623  304  319  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

36  20  16  the  estimated  resident 

population  mid- 1939  14.25 

19  8 11  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  28.02 

589  269  320  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  average 
population  12.23 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 


Short  List)  : — Rate  per 

^ 1000  total 

(live  and  still) 
Deaths.  Births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 4.13 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1.38 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 5.51 


In  addition  to  the  usual  figures  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General,  it 
may  be  noted  that  certain  special  figures  have  been  included  in  the  statistics. 
Since,  in  consequence  of  military  mobilisation  and  movements  of  population  in 
the  last  part  of  the  year,  neither  would  the  normal  resident  population  be 
appropriate  for  calculating  the  death  rate,  nor  the  number  of  births,  corrected 
by  the  usual  methods  of  area  transfer,  for  calculating  infant  and  maternal 
mortality  rates,  special  figures  based  on  a system  of  area  assignment  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  have  been  given  of  population  and  of  births  in  order  to 
enable  these  rates  to  be  calculated.  These  figures  are  given  below,  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  figures  : — 


Special  figures  of  live  births  for  calculation  of  maternal  mortality  and  infant 
mortality  rates. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  671 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Ti’^^tal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7^)7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 


326 

20 

346 


345 

16 

361 


• * • 


28 
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Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  28 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  28 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

„ Measles  (all  ages) 

„ Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  ... 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


Rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

Some  of  the  more  important  rates  for  the  whole  country  are  given  below 
for  comparison  with  the  Bedford  figures. 

Rates  per  1,000  population 


England  and 

Bedford. 

Wales 

Live  Births 

•••  •••  ••• 

14.25 

15.0 

Still  Births 

•••  ••• 

0.41 

0.59 

Deaths : Crude  rate 

•••  •••  ••• 

12.23 

12.1 

After  correction  by 

comparability  factor,  0.88 

10.76 

Rates  per  1,000  live  births. 

England  and 

Bedford. 

Wales. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ... 

28 

50 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Rates  per  1,000  live  births. 

Rates  per  1,000  total  births 

(live  and  still) 

England 

England 

Bedford,  and  Wales, 

Bedford. 

and  Wales. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . 

4.24  0.77 

4.13 

0.74 

Others 

1.41  2.16 

1.38 

2.08 

Total  

5.66  2.93 

5.51 

2.82 

o o o 
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Statistics  Relating  to  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

269 

320 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

• • • 

VMM 

2. 

Measles  

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

« • • 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

• t • 

• • • 

- 



5. 

Diphtheria  

• • • 

• « * 

, - - 

6. 

Influenza  

• • • 

• • • 

2 

4 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

• * • 

10 

12 

10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • 

4 

1 

11. 

Syphilis  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane. 

Tabes, 

etc. 

2 

13. 

Cancer  

• • • 

• • • 

37 

56 

14. 

Diabetes  

• • • 

• • • 

4 

10 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

20 

9 

16. 

Heart  Disease  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

69 

103 

17. 

Aneurysm  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

29 

37 

19. 

Bronchitis  

• • » 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

9 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

• • # 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

2 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

2 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

• • • 

• • • 

^ ■ 

24. 

Appendicitis  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

\ 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  

• • • 

• « • 

• • • 

9 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

3 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

31. 

Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

6 

32. 

Senility  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

6 

33. 

Suicide  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

10 

2 

34. 

Other  Violence 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

9 

35. 

Other  defined  causes 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

27 

28 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

Special  Causes  (included  in 

No. 

35  above) 

Smallpox  

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

• • • 

• • * 

• * • 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  ( V* 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

12 

11 

1 

8 

8 

r Total 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

324 

335 

Live  Births  j Legitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

304 

319 

(.  Illegitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

20 

16 

(Total 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

8 

11 

Stillbirths  j Legitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

11 

(.  Illegitimate 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

Population  (estimated  resident  mid- 1939) 

• • • 

46,260 

Appropriate  to  calculation  of  death  rates 

• • • 

48,160 

GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 
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The  following  additional  statement  with  regard  to  road  accidents  may 
be  made  : — 

Deaths  of  Borough  residents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  these  which  were  caused  within  the  Borough  boundary  4 
No.  of  deaths  of  non-residents  which  were  caused  within  the 

Borough  boundary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  shows  infant  mortality  from  individual  causes,  stated 
in  accordance  with  age  at  death. 


Canse 

Weeks. 

Total 

under 

Months. 

Total 

under 

0— 

1— 

2— 

3— 

one 

month 

1— 

3— 

6— 

9— 

one 

year. 

Laryngismus  Stridulus 

• • • 

« • • 

• • • 

• » « 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

• * • 

• • • 

t • • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

culosis 

• « • 

• • t 

1 

• • « 

• « • 

1 

Pneumonia 

Congenital  Malformation 

... 

• » • 

t • • 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

of  Heart 

Other  Congenital  Malfor- 

... 

1 

• • t 

1 

• • • 

• 

a • • 

1 

••• 

2 

mations 

« * • 

♦ • • 

I 

1 

... 

1 

Premature  Birth 

5 

i 

1 

• • • 

7 

• • • 

7 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

• • • 

1 

... 

• • • 

1 

Icterus  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Accidental  Burns 
Cerebro-spinal  Menin- 

... 

• • « 

• • • 

• • • 

• « • 

1 

1 

gitis  

• • • 

• • • 

• • a 

• • * 

• • • 

1 

1 

^Meningitis 

• • • 

... 

... 

* « • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Totals 

7 

I 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

4 

19 

* Not  further  specified. 
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II.  Social  Conditions. 


Evacuation. 


The  most  important  change  in  the  social  conditions  of  the  town  due  to 
the  war  was  the  evacuation  which  took  place  from  London  and  other  neigh- 
bouring areas  in  the  early  days  of  September. 

This  consisted  of  the  following  approximate  numbers : — 


The  first  three  groups  were  all  billeted  in  the  town  on  arrival.  The 
expectant  mothers  were  billeted  in  the  first  instance,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  their  confinement  in  one  of  the  emergency  hospitals,  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  another  section  of  the  report.  Arrangements  for  finding 
accommodation  for  the  hospital  patients  were  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council,  and  they  were  sent  to  the  various  hospitals  in  Bedford  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Since  the  expected  air  raids  did  not  take  place  in  1939,  almost  immediately 
after  evacuation  the  flow  of  the  evacuated  population  back  to  London  took 
place  so  that  by  the  end  of  1939  there  were  approximately  3,500  school 
children  and  800  others,  mainly  mothers  and  young  children,  still  remaining 
in  the  town. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  aspects  of  evacuation  and  billeting  other  than 
the  health  aspects,  and  in  this  report  comments  must  be  confined  to  the  latter 
in  a broad  sense.  Much  complaint  was  made  as  to  the  conditions  of  filth  and 
vermin  in  which  some  of  the  evacuees  arrived.  Of  course  there  were  filth  and 
vermin,  and  steps  were  taken  as  quickly  as  possible  after  evacuation  to  discover 
cases  of  verminous  infestation  by  inspection  in  the  schools,  and  to  arrange  for 
their  disinfestation  in  newly-established  cleansing  stations.  But  perhaps  after 
all  too  much  has  been  made  of  vermin  as  such.  Many  householders,  without 
waiting  for  cleansing  stations,  did  hard  work  themselves  to  clean  up  the 
children  whom  they  had  received.  Again,  there  were  difficulties  in  the  habits 
of  many  of  the  children,  unaccustomed  as  they  were  to  the  surroundings  of 
middle  class  or  better  working-class  households.  In  order  to  deal  with  the 
worst  cases  of  unbilletable  children,  hostels  were  established  soon  after  evacua- 
tion to  receive  children  affected  with  such  conditions  as  bedwetting  and 
incorrigibly  unruly  behaviour.  But  when  all  has  been  done  to  provide  hostels 
for  the  worst  cases,  and  by  the  billeting  office  to  provide  billets  suited  as  far 
as  possible  to  the  evacuees,  it  is  inevitable  that  there  should  remain  a good  deal 
of  lack  of  harmony  between  the  population  of  a provincial  town  like  Bedford 
and  that  of  London,  which,  like  all  cosmopolitan  cities,  collects  within  its 
boundaries  the  offscourings  of  the  earth  {Jordanes  fiuxit  in  Tamesim).  On 
the  other  hand,  it  remains  true,  of  course,  that  the  difficulties  and  lack  of 
harmony  are  heard  more  of  than  those  cases  where  evacuees  and  householders 
settle  down  comfortably  together. 


Unaccompanied  school  children 
Mothers  and  young  children 

Expectant  mothers  

Hospital  patients  from  London  hospitals 


4,617 

2,254 

272 

500 
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It  was  expected  that  the  mixture  of  two  populations  of  different  type,  with 
an  increase  of  overcrowding,  would  almost  inevitably  lead  very  soon  to  an 
unmistakable  increase  in  epidemic  disease.  In  fact,  no  such  definite  increase 
took  place  in  1939.  Epidemic  disease  has  increased  in  1940,  and  may,  of 
course,  increase  still  further  in  1941,  with  all  the  added  risks  of  increased  over- 
crowding and,  in  some  areas,  life  spent  largely  in  air-raid  shelters. 

Apart  from  epidemic  disease,  it  is  generally  agreed  that  the  health  of 
children  transferred  to  their  new  surroundings  has  benefited  greatly,  a benefit 
to  be  attributed  to  fresh  air,  good  and  regular  meals  and  regular  habits  of 
life,  conditions  to  which  many  children  have  been  quite  unaccustomed  at  home. 

Perhaps  the  effect  on  the  health  of  the  householder  requires  some  comment. 
To  judge  from  the  number  of  medical  certificates  which  have,  on  each  actual 
or  threatened  evacuation,  descended  upon  the  billeting  office,  thick  as  autumnal 
leaves  that  strow  the  brooks  in  Vallombrosa,  the  amount  of  disease,  either 
pre-existing  or  caused  by  evacuees,  among  householders  is  very  large.  From 
the  certificates  and  other  information  it  appears  that  some  of  this  is  obvious 
and  definite  organic  disease ; a large  amount  consists  of  those  various 
“ nervous  ” conditions  which  are  none  the  less  real  for  not  being  exactly 
definable,  and  which  in  many  cases  have  been  suffered  in  silence  without 
production  of  medical  certificates ; while  often  the  illnesses  have  been  of  a 
more  trivial  nature  and  such  as  have  found  rapid  cure  in  that  intensive  terpsi- 
chorean  treatment  which  relief  from  evacuees  has  permitted. 

Institutions  in  connection  with  Evacuation. 

A short  account  may  be  given  here  of  the  institutions  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  establish  in  connection  with  the  evacuated  population. 

Hostel  for  Enuretics  and  Delinquents. 

Two  houses,  Nos.  1 and  48,  Gardington  Road,  were  adapted  for  reception 
and  treatment  of  children  found  unbilletable  for  the  reasons  stated.  They 
are  under  the  control  of  Mr.  C.  T.  White,  a London  County  Council  teacher. 
Their  aim  is  not  only  to  receive  children  who  are  at  the  time  unfit  for  an 
ordinary  billet,  but  also  to  render  as  many  as  possible  fit  for  billeting  in  the 
normal  way.  Though  established  primarily  for  the  needs  of  the  Borough,  they 
have,  in  fact,  served  surrounding  areas. 

Sick  Bay,  104,  Clapham  Road. 

Mention  may  be  made  here  of  the  Sick  Bay  which,  however,  was  not 
actually  opened  until  January,  1940,  with  originally  twenty  beds,  for  the 
treatment  of  minor  illnesses  which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  treated  in  billets. 
It  was  established  in  the  Sanatorium  of  the  Bedford  School. 
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III.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area. 

1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Municipal  Labora- 
tory during  the  year. 

NATURE  OF  SPECIMEN.  NUMBERS. 

Diphtheria  swabs  from  local  practitioners,  Isolation  Hospital, 

Oakley,  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  ... 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - ... 

Gerber  Tests  of  Milk 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples  ... 

2.  HOSPITALS. 

Apart  from  the  alterations  in  the  hospital  services  necessitated  by  the 
war,  and  for  which  the  County  Council  has  general  responsibility,  mention  may 
be  made  of  the  extensions  to  the  Bedford  County  Hospital,  which  include  a 
New  Casualty  Department,  a new  Fracture  Department,  a new  Pathological 
Department,  the  Gifford  Nash  Ward  for  14  male  surgical  cases,  and  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Nurses’  Home. 

3.  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Midwifery  Acts,  1902-1936. 

During  the  year  40  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  including 
11  who  notified  in  connection  with  the  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals,  and 
others  who  have  undertaken  temporary  duty  only.  One  midwife  surrendered 
her  certificate  in  July,  and  received  compensation  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act  1936,  Section  5,  sub-section  1. 

Midwives — Cases  attended. 

As  As  Mat. 


No. 

Midwife. 

Nurse. 

Total. 

Municipal  Midwives 

6 

237 

44 

281 

Midwives  in  Private  Nursing  Homes  ... 

7 

55 

82 

137 

Mid  wives  attached  to  the  Bedford 

District  Nursing  Association 

8 

181 

88 

169 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 

County  Hospital 

6 

126 

48 

174 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Public 

Assistance  Institution 

13 

197 

14 

211 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford  and 

County  Girls’  Home 

2 

39 

— 

39 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Emergency 

Maternity  Hospitals 

11 

75 

— 

75 

TPots-ls  • • < • • • 

53 

910 

276 

1186 

228 

8 

331 

167 
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Municipal  Midwives. 

(The  figures  for  1938  are  given  in  brackets  for  comparison.) 


As 

Midwife. 

As  Mat. 
Nurse. 

Total. 

Confinements  attended 

Cases  booked  and  supervised 
the  ante-natal  period 

in 

but 

238(281) 

36(63) 

274(344) 

confined  in  Hospital  ... 
Other  cases  attended  before 

or 

22(12) 

-(-) 

22(12) 

after  confinement  only 

. . . 

23  (6) 

-(-) 

23  (6) 

Miscarriages  attended 

Auxiliary  ante-natal  clinics  held* 

Attendances 

-(-) 

16  (5) 

16  (5) 
52(37) 
229(185) 

* At  3,  Brereton  Road,  chiefly  for  mothers  entering  the  Public  Assistance  Institution 
for  confinement,  and  attending  the  ordinary  ante-natal  clinic  for  medical  supervision. 


(b)  Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases. 

(i)  Bedford  County  Hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  for  whom  the  Council 
accepted  financial  responsibility  : — 

1939  1938 

Admitted  (a)  For  obstetric  reasons*  ...  51  21 

(b)  On  account  of  unsuitable  home  conditions  1 — 

* Including  3 evacuees. 


(ii)  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  war  both  the  Welfare  Centres  and,  in  addition,  the 
Bedford  School  Sanatorium,  104,  Clapham  Road,  and  the  Old  Borough  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  Mile  Road,  were  equipped  as  Maternity  Hospitals  under  the 
Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  with  the  valued  assistance  of  the  Comman- 
dants and  members  of  the  second,  fourth  and  sixth  Detachments  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society,  Bedfordshire  branch.  It  was  found  unnecessary 
to  use  the  Brereton  Road  Centre,  but  Barford  Avenue  was  used  for  two  weeks 
while  the  Old  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  was  being  prepared.  Of  the  268 
expectant  mothers  evacuated,  88  remained  to  have  their  confinements  in 
Bedford,  as  follows  : — 

In  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

In  Bedford  County  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

In  billet  by  arrangement  with  Municipal  Midwives  ...  ...  2 

In  billet  pending  removal  to  Emergency  Hospital  ...  ...  2 

At  the  Nursing  Home,  9,  St.  Augustine’s  Road,  by  arrangement 

after  closure  of  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  ...  ..,  5 
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The  work  of  the  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Medical 

Ofldcer. 

No.  of 
Beds. 

1st  Patient 
Admitted. 

Last  Patient 
Discharged. 

No.  of  Pts. 
Admitted. 

No.  of 

ConfinementB. 

Emergency 
Maternity 
Hospital 
No.  1,  104. 
Clapham  Rd. 

F.  G.  W. 
Nash,  Esq., 
F.R.C.S., 
M.C.O.G. 

19 

2nd  Sept. 

3rd  Nov. 

31 

24 

Emergency 

Maternity 

Hospital 

No.  2,  29, 

Barford  Av. 

Transferred 

to  Old 

Borough 

Isolation 

Hospital, 

Mile  Road. 

A.  J. 
Chilling- 
worth,  Esq. 
M.R.C.S., 
L.R.CP. 

30 

2nd  Sept. 

19th  Dec. 

56 

51 

Dr.  Chillingworth  also  held  ante-natal  clinics  at  Barford  Avenue  for  all 
expectant  mothers  South  of  the  River.  Sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs. 
Bev^eridge,  Commandant  of  the  fourth  Detachment,  and  to  Mrs.  Kilby,  Com- 
mandant of  the  second  Detachment  of  the  Bedfordshire  Red  Cross,  who  acted 
as  Hon.  Administrative  Officers  of  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  1 and  2 
respectively ; also  to  all  the  members  of  their  Detachments,  and  others  who 
acted  as  nursing  auxiliaries  and  domestic  staff. 

(c)  Other  Assisted  Services  for  the  Prevention  of  Maternal 

Mortality  and  Morbidity. 

There  has  been  no  substantial  change  in  these  services.  Tables  are  given 
showing  the  work  done  under  the  more  important  headings. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Supervision  by  Private  Practitioners. 


No.  of  ante-natal  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

No.  of  first  examinations  included  in  above  ...  ...  ...  69 

Insured  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Uninsured  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  — 09 

No.  of  post-natal  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


(d)  Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  and  1 from  other  puerperal 
causes  during  1939. 

Reference  is  made  to  page  9 for  comparative  rates. 

4.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

For  a short  period  from  August  the  ordinary  work  of  the  two  Centres  was 
suspended  owing  to  the  national  emergency,  and  they  were  equipped  as  Emer- 
gency Maternity  Hospitals.  The  Barford  Avenue  Centre  only  was  actually 
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used  as  such.  Essential  work  was  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic,  Bromham 
Road,  and  at  an  improvised  clinic  at  42,  Nash  Road.  Clinics  were  resumed 
at  Brereton  Road  on  11th  September,  and  at  Barford  Avenue  on  21st 
September,  and  the  work  was  reorganised  to  permit  the  holding  of  clinics  for 
evacuated  mothers  and  children.  Two  clinics  for  Bedford  children  and  one 
for  evacuated  children  were  held  weekly  at  each  Centre,  a doctor  attending 
the  clinics  for  evacuees  and  one  of  those  for  Bedford  children  at  each  Centre. 

The  usual  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  were  held  for  Bedford  mothers, 
and  in  addition  one  at  each  Centre  for  evacuated  mothers. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  expectant  mothers  and  young  children 
remaining  in  Bedford,  normal  clinics  were  later  resumed,  evacuees  attending 
together  with  the  Bedford  residents. 


(a)  Attendances  at  Clinics. 


Borough  Residents. 

3,  Brereton  Road — 

Children 
below  1 yr. 

Children 
aged  1-5. 

Total. 

First  Attendances 

102 

32 

134 

Total  Attendances 

3282 

2527 

5809 

29,  Barford  Avenue — 

First  Attendances 

168 

51 

219 

Total  Attendances 

2979 

3886 

6925 

Evacuees. 

Number  of 
Children 
Attending. 

Total 

Atten- 

dances. 

3,  Brereton  Road  ... 

•••  ••• 

83 

248 

29,  Barford  Avenue 

••• 

42 

143 

(h)  Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 
Ante-Natal  Attendances. 


First 

Atten- 

dances 

Re- 

atten- 

dances 

Total 

Post-Natal 

Atten- 

dances* 

3,  Brereton  Road 

152 

396 

548 

42 

29,  Barford  Avenue  ... 

97 

287 

384 

35 

Totals 

249 

683 

932 

77 

* Bedford  mothers. 


Among  the  re-attendances  at  3,  Brereton  Road  are  included  52 
attendances  at  the  auxiliary  clinics. 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  for  evacuated  mothers  at  both  Centres.  Total 
number  of  attendances ; approximately  390. 
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5.  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  : — 


( 1 ) Bedford  Residents. 

1939 

1938 

Total  primary  visits  paid  to  infants  ... 

620 

566 

Total  re-visits,  under  1 year  ... 

2499 

2070 

Total  re-visits,  1 to  5 years 

5789 

4353 

Total  number  of  ante-natal  visits 

45 

70 

Total  number  of  special  visits  ... 

151 

82 

Total  number  of  useless  visits,  e.g.  mother  not  at  home 

1844 

1173 

Total  number  of  post-natal  visits 

1 

40 

(2)  Evacuees. 

In  addition  to  17  primary  visits  to  infants  born  to  mothers  evacuated 
under  the  Government  scheme,  a large  number  of  special  visits  was  paid  to 
pre-school  children,  of  which  accurate  figures  are  not  available. 


6.  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 


(1)  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers.* 


Number  of  mothers  attending  [a)  Expectant 

{b)  Nursing  ... 

Number  of  attendances 
Number  of  extractions  ... 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics 
Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ..i 

Number  of  scalings 
Other  operations 

Dentures  supplied  to  {a)  Expectant  Mothers 

{b)  Nursing  Mothers  ... 

(2)  Pre-school  Children.* 


Number  of  individual  children  attending 
Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children 
Number  of  extractions  ... 

Number  of  fillings 

Number  of  scalings 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics 

* Bedford  Residents  only. 


1939 

1938 

79 

68 

25 

33 

365 

404 

492 

555 

113 

104 

3 

3 

4 

6 

102 

128 

32 

44 

26 

20 

No.  treated 

1939 

1938 

191 

201 

204 

225 

414 

493 

2 

11 

— 

6 

120 

135 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  PART  VII. 


Child  Life  Protection. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  under  the  Act  in  connection 
with  the  supervision  of  children  under  nine  who  are  put  out  to  nurse  apart 
from  their  parents,  for  payment. 
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1939 

1938 

Number  of  primary  visits 

5 

10 

Number  of  re-visits 

60 

61 

Number  of  special  visits  ... 

16 

1 

Number  of  useless  visits  ... 

8 

9 

Number  of  preliminary  visits  (before  reception  of  child) 

5 

2 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  PART  VI. 


Nursing  Homes. 


The  addresses  of  the  registered  nursing  accommodation  for  maternity  and 
other  patients  are  given  below. 


Address  of  Home. 


Beds. 

Maternity.  Other. 


42,  de  Pary’s  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

34,  Kimbolton  Road  ...  ...  ....  ...  3 

23,  Kimbolton  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home,  Park  Rd.  N.  2 
84,  Castle  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

9,  St.  Augustine’s  Road  ...  ...  ...  5 

24  & 26,  de  Pary’s  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  8 

62,  Chaucer  Road*  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

33,  The  Embankment*  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total. 

11 

12 

11 

2 

5 

6 

14 

6 

8 


Total 


30  45  75 


* Registered  in  1940. 
t For  medical  or  surgical  cases. 
§ For  medical  cases. 


IV.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

Apart  from  a period  of  a few  weeks  immediately  after  the  outbreak  of 
war  the  fully-treated  water  has  been  examined  weekly  in  the  laboratory.  In 
all  cases  it  has  been  of  excellent  quality  and,  after  final  chlorination,  b.  coli  has 
been  consistently  absent  from  100  c.c.  With  only  infrequent  exceptions  h.  coli 
is  absent  from  100  c.c.  in  the  case  of  water  from  individual  filters  or  from  the 
combined  filters  before  chlorination. 

Other  Circumstances. 

No  other  circumstances  require  comment. 
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V.  Housing. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  housing  work  undertaken  during 
the  year  under  review,  all  nil  headings  in  the  official  table  being  omitted. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  762 

{b)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4825 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  375 

{h)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2529 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  res- 
pects reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  557 

2.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  without  formal  action  365 

3.  (2)  (c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

2.  Number  of  Families  dwelling  therein 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  : 

Adults  over  10  ... 

Over  1 year  but  under  10 
Under  1 year 

(h)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

{c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  : — 

Adults  over  10  ... 

Over  1 year  but  under  10 
Under  1 year 

* No  exact  record. 


5 

7 

* 

* 

* 

6 

8 

* 

* 

* 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  STATISTICS. 

The  762  houses  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  the  Housing 
Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

I. — Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  Reasonably  capable  of  repair  281 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs  94 

('iiil  Totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  — 

^ ^ 375 


HOUSING 
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II. — Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Minor  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

544 


Grand  total  ...  ...  919 

Of  the  281  houses  included  under  I.  (i)  above,  189  were  repaired  before 
the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  and  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  92  instruc- 
tions were  given,  but  repairs  were  not  completed  until  1940  and  1941. 

In  the  case  of  the  276  houses  included  in  II.  (i)  above,  all  the  notices 
were  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

The  houses  demolished  were  3,  5,  7 and  9,  Bell  Court,  and  8 and  10, 
Castle  Lane,  which  were  closed  in  1936,  and  demolished  in  1939  without 
formal  action. 

All  routine  work  in  connection  with  housing  was  suspended  after  the  onset 
of  war,  and  action  taken  only  in  cases  where  it  was  obviously  necessary. 

The  demolition  of  some  houses,  6 in  number,  which  was  due  on  account 
of  the  fact,  in  addition  to  any  other  reasons,  that  they  were  of  low  standard 
was  postponed,  and  these  houses  are  now  serving  a useful  purpose  in  housing 
evacuated  families. 

Even  before  the  war  there  had  been  a considerable  diminution  in  housing 
activities  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was 
largely  occupied  in  the  work  of  preparing  those  schemes  of  evacuation  and 
air-raid  precautions  which  came  into  being  on  the  onset  of  war. 

In  the  early  days  of  billeting  in  1939  an  attempt  was  made  by  means  of 
a special  staff  to  ensure  that  there  was  no  legal  overcrowding  in  houses  which 
had  received  evacuees,  and  an  inspection  of  2,853  houses  into  which  evacuees 
had  been  received  was  made.  As  the  result  of  this  action  21  cases  were 
discovered  where  overcrowding  had  resulted  in  consequence  of  billeting,  and 
steps  were  taken  to  remedy  this  condition.  The  figures,  which  relate  to  the 
special  circumstances  of  evacuation,  and  not  to  the  normal  work  of  the  depart- 
ment, are  not  included  in  the  table  given  above.  The  changed  conditions  of 
billeting  in  1940  have  made  it  impracticable  to  take  adequate  steps  to  prevent 
or  remedy  overcrowding. 
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VI.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

1.  MILK. 

The  usua.1  steps  were  taken,  though  necessarily  with  some  diminution  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  to  safeguard  the  purity  of  the  milk  supply.  There 
is  no  substantial  change  to  report. 

Premises  and  Purveyors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises  and  pur- 
veyors at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  of  cowsheds  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  dairymen  with  premises  within  the  Borough 34 

Number  of  County  purveyors  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

64 

Bacteriological  Examination. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for 


bacteriological  and  other  special  examinations,  and 
examinations. 

the  results 

of  such 

Class  of  Milk 

Number  of 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Specially Designated. 

Samples. 

factory. 

factory. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

5 

5 

Accredited 

*31 

15 

15 

Pasteurised  (Bacterial  Count)  ... 

126 

126 

— 

Pasteurised  (Phosphatase  Test)  ... 

* 1 not  tested. 

1 3 not^  tested — sour  on  arrival. 

Not  sold  under  Special  Designation. 

Milk  supplied  under  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  : 

111 

12 

...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

2 

3 

Heat-treated 

64 

64 

— 

Other  milk  in  normal  course  of  delivery 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  in  process  of  pasteurisation 

6 

6 

— 

Samples  of  designated  milk  are  classified  as  satisfactory  if  they  reach  the 
standard  for  such  milk ; while  in  the  case  of  other  milks  the  standard  taken 
for  raw  milk  is  that  of  accredited  milk,  and  for  milk  which  has  in  fact  been 
heat-treated,  that  of  pasteurised  milk. 

2.  MEAT. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  after  the  outbreak  of  war  the  Government 
took  over  the  whole  business  of  slaughtering,  the  work  of  meat  inspections  has 
proceeded  as  before.  All  the  work  is  now  concentrated  in  four  slaughterhouses. 
Some  adjustment  of  hours,  including  a large  amount  of  Sunday  work  on  the 
part  of  the  Meat  Inspectors,  has  been  necessary  to  meet  the  new  conditions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  meat  inspection  during  the  year. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

cows). 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

No.  killed  and  inspected 

1392 

234 

228 

4700 

5786 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

2 

■ 

3 

6 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

0.22% 

0.85% 

0.88% 

0.13% 

0.14% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

5 

14 

# 

21 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   

0.50% 

6.84% 

— 

— 

0.38% 

Weight  of  Meat  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Home-killed  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  4222  lbs. 

Imported  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  719  lbs. 

Total  ...  4941  lbs. 

3.  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  other  foods  which  on  inspection  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

No.  of 

Class  of  Food.  lbs. 

Tinned  goods — various  commodities  (133  containers)  ...  ...  383 J 


Imported  Pears 

• • • • • • 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  112 

Fish 

• • • • • • 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  314 

Rabbits 

• • • • • • 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  14 

823i 

4.  FOOD 

PREMISES. 

Inspection  of  food 

premises  was 

continued  generally  on 

similar  lines 

that  of  previous  years. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  which  came  into 
force  on  October  1st,  1939,  premises  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured,  sold 
or  stored,  and  premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 
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and  preserved  food  are  required  to  be  registered.  These  premises  were  in- 
spected and  any  necessary  adaptations  made  before  registration. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  of  these  classes 
registered  at  the  end  of  1939. 

1.  Premises  where  sausages  and  presei*ved  foods  are  prepared  ...  73 

2.  Premises  where  ice-cream  is 

(a)  Manufactured 10 

(^)  Sold  73 

(d:)  Handled  in  wholesale  depots  ...  ...  2 

5.  ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

87  samples  of  milk  and  51  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  taken 
during  the  year.  9 samples  of  milk  and  2 samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs 
were  reported  on  as  not  genuine.  The  numbers  of  adulterations  and  action 
taken  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Particulars  of  Adulteration  and  Action  taken  in  Respect  of  Samples 

Reported  upon  as  Adulterated. 


Serial  No.  of  Sample. 

Co’ modify. 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

Remarks. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

A 872 

1 Milk 

1 

3.3%  abstracted  fat. 

Retailer  cautioned.  Samples 
from  cows  “on  production” 
showed  deficiency  in  fat. 
Supply  withdrawn  from  liquid 
milk  market. 

A 880 

M!lk 

3.3%  abstracted  fat. 

Retailer  cautioned.  Action 

taken  with  producer  and  im- 
provement effected  as  to  quality 
of  milk  supplied. 

A 894 

Milk 

20%  abstracted  fat. 

Reported  to  County  Authority. 
Samples  as  delivered  to  retailer 
found  to  be  deficient  in  fat. 
Further  action  taken  by  County 
Authority. 

A 900 

Milk 

9%  abstracted  fat 

Retailer  cautioned.  Action 

taken  with  producer  to  effect 
improvement  in  quality  of  milk 
supplied. 

A 901 

Milk 

22.6%  abstracted  fat 

Reported  to  County  Authority. 
Samples  taken  “on  delivery”  to 
retailer  deficient  in  fat.  Pro- 
ceedings taken  against  pro- 
ducer by  County  Authority. 

A 902 

Milk 

5.3%  abstracted  fat 

Retailer  cautioned. 

A 905 

Milk 

20%  abstracted  fat 

Sample  A 905  from  producer 
retailer. 

A 911 

Milk 

16%  abstracted  fat 

Samples  A 911  and  A 912  taken 
“on  production”  showed  de- 

A 912 

Milk 

14%  abstracted  fat 

ficiency  in  fat.  Action  taken 
to  effect  improvement  in  quality 
of  milk  provided. 

A 927 

Beef 

Sausuge 

Beef 

So2 

164  parts  per  million 
So2 

Not  appropriately  labelled  in 
accordance  with  Regulations 
at  time  of  purchase.  Vendor 

A 947 

Sausage 

240  parts  per  million 

cautioned. 

In  addition  331  samples  were  tested  in  the  laboratory  by  the  Gerber  Test. 
277  were  up  to,  and  54  below  the  standard.  Samples  found  deficient  were 
made  the  basis  for  further  action  in  determining  causes  of  deficiency  or  in 
referring  samples  to  the  Public  Analyst. 
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VII.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

1.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(a)  General  Statistics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  noti- 
fied during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  admitted  to  hospital  and  the 
deaths  from  these  diseases  : — 

Diseases  (other  than  Tuherculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1939, 
52-week  period  ending  30th  December,  1939. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified.* 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital,  t 

Total 

deaths 

registered. 

Smallpox  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

106 

94 

... 

Diphtheria 

16 

21 

... 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

4 

3 

. . « 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

17 

. * . 

3 

Pneumonia 

47 

9 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

i 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

Malaria 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Measles  

4 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

17 

* The  figures  given  are  the  true  figures  after  making  allowance  for  revision  of  diagnosis, 
t Reference  is  to  Hospital  of  the  Bedford  Joint  Hospital  Board  or  other  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Provisional  diagnoses  are  included. 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  according  to  age  : — 
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(b)  Individual  Diseases. 

The  following  brief  remarks  may  be  made  under  the  heading  of  each 
disease. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  106  cases  which  occurred  represent  an  average 
figure  for  the  town  and  an  increase  on  the  low  figure  (36)  of  the  previous 
year.  The  largest  proportion  of  cases  occurred  in  the  4th  quarter  of  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  Sixteen  cases  only  occurred,  a.  decline  on  the  previous 
year’s  figure  of  35. 

Enteric  Fever.  Out  of  the  four  cases  which  occurred  it  was  clear  that 
at  least  three  were  infected  outside  the  town. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  not  prevalent  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Seventeen  cases  were  notified.  This  number  includes 
as  usual  a number  of  cases  removed  from  elsewhere  for  treatment  in  Bedford, 
and  some  cases  of  non-residents  who  were  confined  in  Bedford. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  Three  cases  were  notified.  One  of  the  patients 

died. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis.  Two  cases  of  the  former  and 
one  of  the  latter  disease  were  notified.  One  patient  with  poliomyelitis  died. 

(c)  Artificial  Immunisation. 

In  accordance  with  previous  practice  an  offer  of  artificial  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  would  have  been  made  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  to  all 
children  attaining  the  age  of  one,  and  all  children  not  previously  immunised 
entering  school  at  five.  On  account  of  other  work  this  was  not  carried  out 
in  1939,  but  postponed  till  1940.  Details  are  not  therefore  given  in  this  report. 


2.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
this  disease  during  the  year  under  review,  and  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
to  hospital. 

Tuberculosis — Cases,  Deaths  and  Admissions  to  Hospital. 


Total 

New 

Cases. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

(a)  Respiratory — 

Males 

12 

13 

10 

Females 

15 

16 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

27 

29 

22 

(b)  Non -Respiratory — 

Males 

5 

2 

4 

Females 

3 

2 

1 

Totals  ... 

8 

4 

5 

28 


BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 


The  following  table  indicates  the  age  distribution  of  the  cases  and  deaths. 


Age  Distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths. 


New 

Cases. 

i 

! 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non-  1 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Resplratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— ■ 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

10  



— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 



16  

3 

3 

- — 

-■ 

1 

2 

_____ 

1 

20  

— 

3 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

25  

2 

3 

1 



2 - 

3 



35  

4 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

45  

1 

3 

— 



5 

2 



55  

2 

1 

— 



2 



. 

— - 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

15 

6 

3 

10 

12 

4 

1 

The  death  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.56  per  thousand,  for 
respiratory  tuberculosis  0.46,  and  for  non-respiratory  0.10.  Two  deaths  oc- 
curred from  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  had  not  been  notified.  In  all  such 
cases  a note  is  sent  to  the  doctor  notifying  death,  asking  him  the  reason  of 
non-notification. 
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Report  of 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.  C.  HAYNES,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


I.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  Report  shows  the  general  and  detailed  nature  of  the  duties 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Department  during  the  year  1939. 

This  Report  includes  particulars  with  regard  to  Sanitary  Inspections  of 
the  area ; in  conjunction  with  details  with  regard  to  matters  referred  to  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  relating  to  Sanitary  Circumstances  of 
the  Area  (Section  III.),  Housing  (Section  IV.)  and  Inspection  and  Supervision 
of  Food  (Section  V.). 

1.  SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS,  AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES. 

Housing. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations 
No.  of  Houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation 
No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
No.  of  Houses  where  nuisances  were  discovered  under  Public 
Health  Acts  ... 

No.  of  Re-visits  to  houses  and  premises  under  Housing  and 
Public  Health  Acts  ... 

*No.  of  Houses  remedied  under  Housing  Acts  ... 

No.  of  Houses  where  nuisances  remedied  under  Public  Health 

^^L^^ts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  which  were  out- 
standing at  end  of  1 939 

* This  figure  includes  245  houses  inspected  in  1938  and  remedied  in  1939. 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  visits 

No.  of  Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded 
No.  of  Houses  where  overcrowding  abated 

Drainage. 

No.  of  House  drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  ... 

No.  of  House  drains  where  defects  found 


13 

13 

8 


11 

10 


375 

281 

544 

276 

4825 

432 

276 

94 
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No.  of  Nursing  Home  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  Nursing  Home  drains  where  defects  found  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  drains  tested  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  drains  where  defects  found  7 

No.  of  Drains  tested  on  complaint,  or  inspected  during  alterations  111 

No.  of  Drains  where  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

No.  of  Re-visits  for  inspection  during  repairs  & reconstruction  930 
No.  of  Re-tests  made  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

No.  of  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.  disinfected  ...  ...  16505 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  . . . 268 

* 

Slaughterhouses. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1680 

Other  Food  Premises. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Meat  Shops  and  all  Food  Premises,  Stalls 

and  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1739 

No.  of  Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Factories. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  246 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  266 

No.  of  Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Shops  Act. 

No.  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Offices. 

No.  of  Visits  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Offensive  Trades. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  premises 36 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Animals  (Premises). 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ”•  ^ 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  &c. 

No.  of  Visits  made  

Places  of  Entertainment. 

No.  of  Visits  made  
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Public  Houses  and  Hotels. 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  shops,  stalls,  and  vehicles  ...  ...  637 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Acts. 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Rent  Restriction  Acts. 

No.  of  Visits  in  connection  with  extortionate  rents  ...  ...  1 

Sundry  Nuisances. 

No.  of  Visits  made  with  reference  to  complaints  or  nuisances 

discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  Visits. 

No.  of  Visits  made  (unclassified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  963 

No.  of  Visits  made  (Government  Evacuation  Scheme)  ...  445 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

No.  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  ...  ...  138 

No.  of  Informal  samples  procured  and  examined  in  the 

Laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Department  ...  ...  331 

No.  of  Samples  of  Graded  Milk  submitted  for  examination  ...  293 

General  Administration. 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  281 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  423 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  Shops  Acts  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  Rent  Acts  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  91 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  3 

No.  of  Informal  notices  served  under  various  Byelaws,  Orders 

and  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Total  No.  of  Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  844 

Total  No.  Statutory  Notices  served — 

Housing  Act  — 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  No.  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under — 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Housing  Act  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  — 

Rent  Restriction  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Statutes,  Orders  or  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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n.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

A tabulated  list  of  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  was  prepared 
in  which  898  houses  were  scheduled  for  inspection  during  the  year,  but  owing 
to  the  national  emergency  and  the  outbreak  of  war  it  was  only  found  possible 
to  inspect  375  houses,  and  281  houses  required  repairs  to  be  carried  out. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  Ministry  periodic  returns  showing 
action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  were  submitted. 

4,825  visits  were  made  to  houses  during  the  year  to  supervise  works  of 
repair,  etc.,  both  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  544  houses  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  act,  and  at  276  minor  defects  or  nuisances  were  found  to  exist,  and 
these  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action.  In  addition  inspections  were 
made  to  hotels,  refreshment  houses,  houses  of  public  entertainment,  and  offices. 


(c)  Other  Acts,  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations. 

The  work  of  inspection  of  premises  such  as  shops,  factories,  dairies,  cow- 
sheds, bakehouses,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  same  com- 
plied with  the  provisions  relating  to  these  classes  of  premises. 

Thd  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  notices  served  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  various  Statutes,  Byelaws,  Orders  and 
Regulations. 


Statute. 

Notices 

Informal 

Served. 

Statutory. 

Housing  Act  

281 

Public  Health  Act  

423 

— 

Shops  Act 

30 

— 

Factories  Act  

91 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  

3 

— 

Rent  Act  

1 

— 

Various  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations  ... 

15 

T'  ot^^ls  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

844 

— 

The  notices  not  complied  with  in  1938  were  complied  with  during  the 
year  under  review,  but  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  there  were  a few  out- 
standing notices  at  the  end  of  1939  although  in  all  cases  instructions  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  work  had  been  given. 
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2.  Drainage. 

Testing  and  Inspeetion. 

The  following  table  is  a summary  of  the  houses  and  other  premises  at 
which  drains  were  tested  or  inspected  and  repair  work  carried  out. 


Type  of  Premises. 

No. 

tested 

No. 

inspected 

No.  where 
defects 
found 

No.  wholly 
relaid 

No. 

repaired 

(i)  Private  Houses  ... 

(o)  On  payment  of 

10 

5 

5 

fee 

11 

— 

(b)  On  complaint, 

23 

20 

3 

etc. 

20 

85 

(ii)  Schools  and 

Boarding  Houses 

(a)  Harpur  Trust  ... 

43 

— 

5 

— 

5 

(b)  Private 

9 

— 

2 

— 

2 

(iii)  Nursing  Homes  ... 

6 

— 

5 

2 

3 

(iv)  Hospitals  

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(v)  Other  premises 

' '■ 

6 

6 

1 

5 

Totals  

90 

91 

52 

28 

24 

In  addition  the  cesspool  which  existed  at  Church  Hall,  Goldington,  was 
dispensed  with  and  drains  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

At  2 houses  at  which  existed  pail  closets,  new  drains  were  laid  and  con- 
nected to  the  public  sewer  and  water  closets  provided. 

930  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  reconstruction  of 
drains  and  193  re-tests  carried  out. 

3.  Inspection  of  Office  Premises. 

During  the  year  38  visits  were  made  to  office  premises  and  the  same  were 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

4.  Refuse  Storage. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  submitted  4 lists  comprising  141  premises  at  which 
there  were  no  proper  dustbins  in  addition  to  a number  of  premises  which  were 
discovered  during  the  course  of  inspections  to  be  without  proper  dustbins. 
Appropriate  action  was  taken  to  ensure  provision  of  the  same. 

5.  Hotels  and  Public  Houses. 

101  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  when  the  sanitary  accommodation 
was  found  to  be  in  order,  but  in  a number  of  the  premises  the  urinals  are 
situated  in  positions  which  are  not  readily  accessible  from  the  bar,  and  at  times 
nuisances  are  caused  in  the  yards.  At  one  premises  pail  closets  were  dispensed 
with  and  water  closets  installed,  together  with  new  drainage  connected  to  the 
sewer.  There  are  now  only  2 premises  at  which  pail  closets  are  in  use,  public 
sewers  not  being  available. 

6.  Refreshment  Houses. 

30  inspections  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  these  premises  have  been 
made  and  the  same  found  to  be  in  order.  At  five  of  these  premises  additional 
W.C.’s  have  been  provided  to  ensure  separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes. 
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7.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

38  visits  were  made  to  the  above  premises  during  the  year,  and  the 
premises  found  to  be  in  cleanly  condition  and  the  sanitary  accommodation 
satisfactory. 

Periodic  visits  have  been  made  to  the  theatre,  when  the  dressing-room  and 
sanitary  accommodation  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Several  of  the  halls,  including  Sunday  Schools,  in  the  Borough,  are  now 
being  occupied  as  First  Aid  Posts  or  Depots. 

8.  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  classes  of  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough,  namely 
18  fish  friers  and  3 rag  and  bone  dealers. 

One  additional  fish  frying  business  was  established  during  the  year,  and 
at  these  premises  works  of  structural  improvement  were  carried  out  and  a gas 
fired  range  installed.  The  four  fish  frying  vans  which  were  housed  in  the 
Borough  ceased  to  operate  before  the  end  of  the  year.  36  visits  were  made  to 
these  premises  and  the  same  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  no  complaints  having  been  received. 


9.  Shops  Act,  1934,  Section  10. 

Health  and  Comfort  of  Shop  Workers. 

166  visits  were  made  to  shops  premises,  and  these  were  found  to  be  in 
order  as  regards  cleanliness,  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities, 
etc.,  but  informal  action  was  taken  in  30  instances  relating  to  insufficient 
heating  of  the  premises.  In  each  case  heating  apparatus  was  installed. 

10.  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  the  year  129  complaints  were  received  concerning  infestation  of 
premises  by  rats,  and  these  were  at  once  investigated  and  action  taken  to 
exterminate  same  by  the  use  of  poison  baits,  and  in  no  instance  was  any  serious 
infestation  discovered.  The  important  question  of  rodent  control  is  one  that 
receives  constant  attention,  therefore  we  do  not  officially  recognise  “ Rat 
Week.”  I am  afraid  that  until  more  combined  action  is  taken  nationally  the 
rat  menace  will  continue  to  be  with  us.  The  extermination  of  rats  in  public 
sewers  is  one  which  is  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

11.  Rent  Restriction  Acts,  1920-1938. 

No  applications  were  received  for  a certificate  under  the  acts  declaring  a 
house  not  to  be  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

In  one  case  the  owner  took  action  to  evict  the  tenant  from  a house  owing 
to  neglect  of  the  premises  by  the  tenant.  Evidence  was  given  as  to  the  state 
of  the  house  which  resulted  in  the  tenant  being  evicted;  the  premises  were 
cleansed  and  re-decorated  and  filthy  bedding  and  clothing  destroyed. 

Many  interviews  were  given  both  to  tenants  and  owners  concerning  the 
permissible  increases  in  rent  and  notices  to  vacate  accommodation. 
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II.  PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  were  93  houses  let  in  lodgings  in  the  Borough  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  This  number  was  found  to  be  on  the  decrease  prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  war.  This  reduction  had  been  partly  brought  about  by  the  rehousing  of 
families  on  the  housing  estate.  135  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  byelaws  and  regulations  were  being  complied  with. 

2.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  4 registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  situation  and  accommodation  available  with  the 
number  of  lodgers  admitted. 


Situation. 

No.  of 
Rooms. 

No.  of 
Beds. 

Lodgers  Admitted 
1939.  1938. 

8a,  Tavistock  Place 

6 

40 

9402 

9354 

4,  All  Hallow’s  Lane  ... 

4 

19 

3991 

2933 

22,  All  Hallow’s  Lane 

5 

28 

5034 

2960 

104,  Greyfriars  Walk  ... 

5 

14 

3743 

4424 

It  will  be  seen  that  there 

is  an  increase 

of  lodgers 

housed  in 

1939,  and 

this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  as  from  September,  1939,  the  casual  wards  at  the 
Public  Assistance  Institutions  were  closed,  and  by  an  arrangement  with  the 
Police  casuals  were  admitted  to  the  lodging  houses.  Twelve  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  these  premises  when  it  was  found  that  the  same  were  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  the  requirements  of  the  byelaws  duly  observed. 

3.  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  caravans  stationed  at  the  Fair  Ground,  and 
these  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Inspection  was  also  made 
of  the  6 caravans  situated  in  the  Clarence  Yard,  when  they  were  found  to  be 
in  a satisfactory  condition.  In  all,  38  visits  of  inspection  were  made  for  these 
purposes. 

III.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

(a)  Inspections. 

» 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  defects 
found  and  the  result  of  action  taken. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
Defects 
found. 

Defects 

remedied. 

Factories 

(a)  With  mechanical  power 

246 

47 

47 

(b)  Without  mechanical  power 

266 

43 

43 

Other  Premises  

...  3 

, 1 

1 

Out- Workers  

23 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

538 

91 

91 

The  minor  defects  which  were  reported  upon  in  1938  as  not  being 
remedied  were  complied  with  during  1939. 
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Six  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  relating  to  contraventions  as  follows  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  4 

Unsuitable  W.G.s  2 

Inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  and  as  a result  of  informal  action 
the  notices  were  complied  with.  At  3 factories  additional  W.G.s  were 
provided. 

(b)  Home-work. 

During  the  year,  as  a result  of  lists  that  were  received  from  employers 
recording  the  names  and  addresses  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  Borough,  23 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  premises  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  amongst  the  outworkers  or 
their  families. 

(c)  Bakehouses. 

41  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  during  the  year  and  the  same  were 
found  to  be  maintained  generally  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


IV.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

1.  Disinfection. 

\57  visits  were  made  with  regard  to  investigation  of  all  infectious  diseases. 
Disinfection  of  181  rooms,  and  16,505  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  after 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  tuberculosis  and  cancer  was  carried  out. 

2.  Disinfestation. 

(a)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  work  of  eradication  of  bug-infested  houses  was  carried  out  by  this 
Department  free  of  charge. 

In  all  33  houses,  comprising  87  rooms,  were  given  treatment  by  means  of 
spraying  with  an  insecticide,  and  infested  bedding  was  removed  for  steam 
disinfection.  The  majority  of  the  houses  were  not  seriously  infested,  but  at  3 
houses  it  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  the  bedding. 

(b)  Other  Vermin. 

7 houses  infested  with  beetles,  crickets  and  ants  were  discovered,  and 
the  necessary  treatment  given. 

(c)  Scabies. 

114  cases  of  scabies  were  reported  during  the  year,  which  is  far  in 
excess  of  cases  dealt  with  in  previous  years.  This  was  in  the  main  due  to 
evacuation  and  movement  of  population. 

In  view  of  the  outbreak  it  was  found  necessary  for  a Gleansing  Station 
to  be  established,  and  this  was  opened  towards  the  end  of  September,  where 
the  necessary  treatment  was  given  under  the  supervision  of  a Health  Visitor. 
All  personal  clothing  and  bedding  was  subject  to  steam  disinfection. 
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y.  GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

Duties  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  under  the 

above-named  Scheme. 

Early  in  the  year  a survey  was  made  throughout  the  Borough  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  available  and  suitable  accommodation  for  evacuees,  and  this 
was  supervised  by  this  Department. 

In  order  to  be  prepared  to  receive  the  large  number  of  evacuees  (17,500) 
allocated  to  this  Borough,  a considerable  amount  of  time  was  expended  in 
organising  the  arrangements  for  their  reception.  During  the  first  three  days 
of  evacuation  the  number  of  evacuees  received  was  13,324,  of  which  number 
5,683  were  eventually  transported  to  rural  districts.  In  addition  provision 
was  made  for  the  reception  of  a number  of  expectant  mothers.  For  this 
purpose  works  of  adaptation  were  carried  out  to  two  buildings  which  were 
prepared  as  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  to  accommodate  these  expectant 
mothers. 

Billeting  of  Large  Families. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  billeting  mothers  with  large  families,  it  was 
found  necessary'  to  put  into  a state  of  repair  the  11  vacant  houses  owned  by 
the  Corporation  for  the  housing  of  these  families. 

Inspection  of  Billets. 

The  billeting  of  evacuees  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Chief  Billeting  Officer. 

Within  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  arrival  of  evacuees  in  the  Borough  an 
inspection  was  made,  by  a temporary  staff,  of  3,000  houses  where  evacuees 
were  billeted  to  ensure  that  all  evacuees  had  suitable  beds  and  blankets  and 
that  housing  conditions  were  satisfactory.  In  only  6 instances  were  billets 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  in  21  cases  overcrowding  was  found  to  exist. 
Immediate  action  was  taken  in  these  cases  whereby  the  evacuees  were  trans- 
ferred to  other  suitable  houses. 


Hostels. 

It  was  very  soon  found  necessary  for  this  Department  to  adapt  two  large 
vacant  houses  as  hostels  for  the  accommodation  of  difficult  children  whom  it 
was  not  found  practicable  to  billet. 

445  visits  were  made  to  the  various  hostels  in  the  Borough  for  the  super- 
vision of  works  of  adaptation  and  repair,  etc. 

Cleansing  Station. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  cases  of  children  found  to  be  in  a ver- 
minous condition  the  Department  found  it  necessary  to  establish  and  adapt 
premises  as  a Cleansing  Station. 

Blankets  and  Camp  Beds. 

Large  stores  of  blankets  and  camp  beds  were  received  by  the  Department 
for  issue  to  householders  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  evacuees.  These 
were  distributed  by  the  Department  upon  application  by  the  householder. 
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Claims  for  Damage  to  Bedding,  etc. 

In  accordance  with  the  Circular  No.  1897  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  Authority  were  empowered  to  award  compensation  in  cases  where  damage 
had  been  done  by  evacuees  to  householders’  bedding,  furniture  and  decora- 
tions, etc. 

33  claims  alleging  damage  were  received  and  investigated  by  the  Depart- 
ment, and  reported  to  the  Ministry,  and  compensation  awarded  in  the  terms 
of  the  Circular  in  18  instances. 

Clothing  Department. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a number  of  the  evacuees  were  not  provided  with 
suitable  clothing  a scheme  was  introduced  by  the  W.V.S.  for  the  provision 
of  clothing  in  necessitous  cases.  For  this  purpose  premises  were  adapted  by 
this  Department  as  a Clothing  Stores. 

Canteen. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  feeding  of 
mothers  and  their  children  who  could  not  obtain  the  necessary  facilities  in 
their  billets,  and  for  this  purpose  a large  vacant  house  was  requisitioned  and 
works  of  adaptation  and  redecoration  were  carried  out  by  this  Department,  the 
premises  being  opened  as  a canteen  early  in  December. 


